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Anhaltende Explosion

Georges Corm, geboren 1940,
libanesischer  Politik- und
Wirtschaftswissenschaftler, ist
Spezialist fiir den «explodie-
renden Nahen Osten», wie er
dasnennt. Es gibt aus seiner Fe-
der, neben anderen Werken:
«Le Proche-Orient éclaté
1956-1991» (ersch, in Neuauf-
lage 1991) und «Le Proche-
Orient éclaté II. Mirages de la
paix et blocages identitaires
1990-1996» (ersch. 1997); da-
zwischen, zur Herausarbeitung
der Identitiitsfrage, «Conflits et
identités au Moyen-Orient
(1919-1991)» (ersch. 1992).

Nun hat G, Corm, mit er-
weiterter Jahreszahl, ndmlich
1956-2003, ein weiteres Mal
auf den Titel «Le Proche-Ori-
ent éclaté» zurtickgegriffen
und ein Taschenbuch (!) von
iiber 1000 Seiten herausgege-
ben, eine Vereinigung, erwei-
tert und revidiert, oft zu etwas
Neuem integriert, der beiden
éclaté-Biicher.

Was Georges Corm interes-
siert, ist einerseits die Rolle
Westasiens im internationalen
politisch-strategischen  Dis-

kurs, also die geopolitische Si-
tuation, dann, in Etappen, die
Entwicklung der Region vom
Sueskrieg, samt Vorgeschichte
und Folgen, iiber die Rolle des
Erdols, die Palistinafrage, den
libanesischen Biirgerkrieg, das
Camp-David-Abkommen zwi-
schen Agypten und Israel, die
Golfkriege I und II, den soge-
nannten Friedensprozess, bis
hin zur Frage: «Permanence de
la décadence?».

Dass es Corm aber nicht nur
um ein neues Zusammentragen
von Fakten mit da und dort ei-
nigeninterpretatorischen Retu-
schen geht, erklért er schon auf
Seiten 36f., wo es heisst: «Il est
donc nécessaire de questionner
I’ensemble des concepts de ba-
se a travers lesquels I’histoire
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du Proche-Orient est saisie,
aussi bien pour ce qui concer-
ne la délimitation de ’espace
que pour la temporalité et les
systeémes chronologique ainsi
que pour la pertinence des iden-
tités étudiées.» Ein Sammlung
sehr spannender, einzeln lesba-
rer Kapitel.

Hartmut Féhndrich

Georges Corm: Le Proche-Orient éclaté
1956-2003. Troisieéme édition mise &
jour. Paris, Gallimard (folio histoire),
2003. 1068 S.

Courageous Jews

InEtel Adnan’snovel of the Le-
banese civil war, Sitt Marie Ro-
se, some of the most terrible pa-
ges describe the effect on deaf-
mute children of witnessing
violence. Théodora Oikonomi-
des’ excellent memoir of her
three years’ work for an NGO
on the West Bank, Bienvenue a
Ramallah, includes similar sce-
nes, though not all the handi-
capped people she worked with
were children or retarded: Her
tone, detached and often ironic,
makes her descriptions, illust-
rated with diagrams,; of the
Kafkaesque world in which she
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is trying to work, with its
check-points, curfews, bom-
bardments, wanton destruction
and confiscation of territory, all
the more telling. But over
against the cruelty or indiffe-
rence of Israeli officials and
soldiers she sets the courage of
the handful of Jews who cam-
paign for co-existence in
Ta‘ayush.

The existence of such Je-
wish voices is the starting-
point for Bettina Miiller’s Le
ragione del nemico. It includes
twelve recent texts by Jews in
Israel and abroad, two of them
collective  statements . from
France and Italy. The authors
are from widely differing back-
grounds, both secular and reli-
gious, but they all agree on the
necessity for an immediate end
to the occupation and the esta-
blishment of an independent
Palestinian state.

They see the Palestinians as
fellow human-beings, not an
abstract enemy, they believe
that Israel must submit to the
dictates of international law,
and they fear the occupation’s
corrosive effect on Israeli so-
ciety and institutions. Thisisa
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fine concise survey of critical
Jewish thinking on Palestine.
Hilary Kilpatrick
Théodora Oikonomides, Bienvenue a Ra-
mallah. Paris: Flammarion, 2003. 234 pp.
Bettina Miiller (a cura di), Le ragione del
nemico. Voci ebraiche a favore della

causa palestinese. Bellinzona: Casagran-
de, 2002, 156 pp.

The seeds.of an islamic
reform

Writing as a committed Mus-
lim philosopher in the French
tradition, the author here pre-
sents a rich reflection on Islam
from within a secular context.
The firstpart of the book pleads
for: a coherent vision of the
message and principles of Is-
lam, and for Muslims living in
the West to accept their res-
ponsibilities. Their responses
to this context should be based
on Qur'anic study and work on
themselves. The second part di-
scusses some consequences of
this vision for Muslims in Eu-
rope who are under pressure
and not free from complexes.
Their situation prompts spiri-
tual questions about, for. in-
stance, the right way to educa-
te children but it also poses a

range of practical problems in-
cluding those connected with
meeting people of another cul-
ture and a differentreligion. On
these issues the author discus-
ses the factual situation, gui-
ding principles and necessary
reforms. Tariq Ramadan appe-
als to the universality of the
message and values of Islam to
encourage Muslims in Europe
tolearn about European history
and society and to integrate in-
to themselves all that is good
here, leaving aside what Islam
forbids (pp. 18/9, 372). They
should accept religious plurali-
ty and make themselves inde-
pendent in all respects. The
book presents the seeds of an
Islamic reform movement and
anew construction of the Mus-
lim person in the modern time
(pp- 17, 22). The author speaks
out for enacting dialogue and
reconciliation in Western so-
cieties (pp. 374/5). This book s
a «must» for anyone interested
in communication and the po-
sitions Muslims take towards
the West.

Jacques Waardenburg

Tariq Ramadan, Les musulmans d'Occi-
dent et l'avenir de l'islam. Paris, Sindbad
& Actes Sud, 2003, 390 pp.
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